
 

 

 

 

Tour de Romandie 2014 / From Ascona to Neuchâtel, something for everyone 

 

The 2014 edition of the Boucle 

Romande promises suspense from 

start to finish 
 

 

Evans, Wiggins, Froome? Yes, the last three victors of the Tour de Romandie went 

on to triumph in the Tour de France! The roll-call of winners of the event, its “World 

Tour” label confirmed, underlines its reputation. The next race will keep the suspense 

at a high level to the last second! 

Fribourg, 13 December 2013 / The Tour de Romandie 2014 will start on 29 April in Ascona, in 

Ticino, and finish on Sunday 4 May in Neuchâtel. This morning in Fribourg, where the 4th stage 

will take place, organisers lifted the curtain on what promises to be an exceptional race next 

year. Its aim: to keep the suspense at a high level from start to finish. After the Ascona-Sion, 

Sion-Montreux and Le Bouveret-Aigle stages, and the loop around Fribourg on Saturday, the 

race for victory will be played out in the final time trial in Neuchâtel. New on the programme 

this year, the organisation of a festive presentation of teams on Monday evening, the day 

before the prologue in Ascona. 

For the third year in succession, the 2013 edition saw its winner follow on with a triumph in the Tour de 

France. Chris Froome, who topped his success by wearing the yellow leader’s jersey from start to 

finish after victory in the Le Châble-Bruson hill prologue, also confirmed his place at the front of the 

peloton in the Tour de France. 

Gianni Meersman in Renens and Payerne, Ramunas Navardauskas in Granges (SO), Simon Spilak in 

the gruelling mountain stage, where organisers succeeded in adapting the route to snow conditions 

without detracting from its rigour or sporting interest (Chris Froome 2
e
), and lastly Tony Martin in the 

final time trial, were the stage winners. In the final general ranking, Spilak came 2nd behind Froome, 

with the Portuguese Rui da Costa finishing 3rd as in 2011, before being crowned supreme Road World 

Champion in Florence a few weeks later. Matthias Brändle (IAM) was the best sprinter, Marcus 

Burghardt (BMC) the best climber, and Wilco Kelderman the best young rider, while the SKY team 

won the team classification. 
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“World Tour” certification until 2016! 

Following the success of the 2013 edition, the organisation led by Richard Chassot won a significant 

victory by securing the event’s “World Tour” status until 2016. 

The profile of the next Tour de Romandie in a sense pays homage to this recognition by giving all 

riders the opportunity to express themselves. Richard Chassot repeated his credo at this morning’s 

official presentation: “For us it’s a question of giving the race a new character each year, pulling 

surprises out of the bag by making the most of the wonderful natural terrain of the Romandie region of 

French-speaking Switzerland.” 

The peloton of sponsors 

In the peloton of sponsors comprising more than thirty companies and partners, La Vaudoise remains 

the popular “presenting” sponsor of the race and its leader’s jersey. The best climber still displays the 

Gruyère AOP logo, while PMU Romand is featured on the best sprinter’s jersey, with Raiffeisen for the 

best young rider. The race number of the most combative rider, who fought his way back into the 

peloton magnificently last year, will again be in the colours of the security firm Prodis. 

Record media coverage, from TV to social networks 

The boost in TV coverage announced for the event resulted in TdR images being broadcast in 176 

countries around the world, starting with live transmissions on Switzerland’s three national channels. 

The pictures broadcast by RTS are always a treat, and not only for the eyes of the region’s TV 

viewers! 

While keeping a close eye on tradition, the TdR is also up to speed with new media: following a 

decisive attack with its special application for i-Phones and tablets (50,000 visits/day for 

www.tourderomandie.ch), its press service achieved a decisive breakaway both on Facebook and 

Twitter (2800 followers, 1600 tweets). 

The TdR: everyone’s dish of the day 

The popularity of the Tour de Romandie is confirmed also by its sportives, the Gruyère Cycling Tour 

and the Verbier - La Romandie Classic, added to which this year will be the Elsa Bike Trophy on 6 and 

7 June in Estavayer-le-Lac. Organisation of the 24th and subsequent editions of this event is now in 

the hands of Chassot Concept SA. 

Finally, for all fans wishing to share their passion for racing bikes with their feet under the table, the 

sixth gala dinner of the Tour de Romandie will be held in Montreux next spring. And the good news 

about the gourmet stage of the TdR is that everyone is a winner! 


