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TOUR DE ROMANDIE 2015 / 711.7 km with 8,197 metres of changes in elevation 

 
A team time trial to launch an energetic 2015 edition! 
 
Between the time trials in the Vallée de Joux and Lausanne, the peloton will criss-cross 
the Romandie region, from Apples to Saint-Imier, from Moutier to Porrentruy, from La 
Neuveville to Fribourg and then on to Champex-Lac: the TdR is taking a new route for the 
greatest of champions! 

 
Geneva, 12 December 2014 / We all know that the Tour de Romandie has made it to the big 
leagues. In 2015, the race will begin with a team time trial, a spectacular exercise which will 
also feature in the Tour de France. This 19.2 km time trial in the Vallée de Joux-Juraparc will 
kick off an energetic Tour de Romandie: from Apples to Saint-Imier on an adventurous route 
that rises 2,446 metres, then from Moutier to Porrentruy and from La Neuveville to Fribourg 
before the queen stage from Fribourg to Champex-Lac that rises 3,381 metres in elevation, 
and a final 17.3 km time trial to finish in Lausanne. “I can say without boasting that the TdR 
2015 is, once again, taking a route for the greatest of champions!” said Richard Chassot, head 
of the UCI-World Tour event, at the presentation this morning at Radio Télévision Suisse 
headquarters in Geneva, in the presence of Massimo Lorenzi, head of the network’s Sports 
Division. 
 
The list of winners of this greatest of small tours proves that the greats are the ones who come 
out on top and make this race beloved by the locals into a world-class event. Although despite 
observers’ predictions, Christopher Froome did not manage to win the TdR and Tour de France 
double this year, it was Vicenzo Nibali, 5th place overall and perpetual presence in the peloton 
in the TdR 2014, who triumphed on the Champs-Elysées. 
 

IAM out in force at the press conference to celebrate its WorldTour promotion 
 
Taking a brilliant 4th place this year, Mathias Frank and the Swiss team IAM Cycling will once 
again be turning out in force for “their” Tour. They already did so this morning in Geneva to 
publicly celebrate the promotion they obtained ten days ago in the WorldTour category. This 
is the result of their 2014 wins, such as Matthias Brändle’s hour record and 17 victories 
including Matteo Pelucchi and Sylvain Chavanel’s successes in WorldTour races. The team 
includes Sébastien Reichenbach (15th in the TdR 2014) back in action; Johann Tschopp, the 
best climber at the TdR 2014 and 25th in the overall rankings, who is preparing to compete as 
a mountain biker this season; and Jonathan Fumeaux (53rd in the TdR 2014). Matthias Frank 
intends to do all he can to get his team colours on the podium, which makes the Tour de 
Romandie a major objective. 
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New sponsors in the peloton 
 
The popularity of the event, which stems from its appeal, is reflected in the loyalty of the 
sponsors: presenting sponsor La Vaudoise; official sponsors Le Gruyère AOP Switzerland, 
PMU and Raiffeisen; sponsors Europcar, Tissot watches, Faucherre and Yamaha; and finally 
co-sponsors BMC, New Work, Prodis and Swissgeo. We can’t forget official TV partner RTS 
or media partners APG/SGA, e-novinfo, Le Matin and la 1ère. And Bern along with the six 
French-speaking cantons also feature among the suppliers and official partners. 
 
Newcomers in 2015 include Jacot Chocolatier of Noiraigue (Canton of Neuchâtel), already 
present in the VIP areas and during the Etape Gourmande gourmet event, which will now 
continue, as a co-sponsor, to thrill all food lovers (also in the followers’ picnic bags). 
http://www.chocolat-jacot.ch/ 
On a note of thermal comfort, international company Isover Saint-Gobin, based in Lucens 
(Canton of Vaud), has become an “official supplier-partner”. The leading Swiss manufacturer 
of fibreglass for construction and industry will provide fibreglass protection for the race 
obstacles. http://www.isover.ch/ 
And the Romandie Fire Brigade will be joining the “official supplier-partners” in the aim of 
promoting the recruitment of volunteer firefighters. 
 

Coverage worthy of the UCI WorldTour and the AISTS study: avenues to ensure 
the future 
 
As the organisers noted this morning, the live images produced by RTS for the UCI World Tour 
are successful worldwide. The coverage of Brian Cookson’s press conference in Aigle this 
year showed how important the TdR has become. Alongside the big tours and the most 
prestigious classics, the 18 UCI ProTeams feel very much at home on the marvellous 
playground offered by this part of Switzerland. Moreover, the Tour de Romandie continues to 
ride in the lead peloton on social media, with 300,000 visits to its website, including 180,000 
unique visitors, during the month of the race, and reaching 428,000 people on 29 April 2014 
on Facebook, with occasionally surprising figures such as the 25,800 views in 24 hours for the 
video of the Simplon descent… which took place in the team cars. 

A study commissioned from AISTS (the International Academy of Sports Science and 
Technology), which is connected to EPFL (the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in 
Lausanne), identified the Tour’s four “genetic” values, namely its status as a pivotal race, its 
unique aesthetics, its local character and its role as an economic catalyst. Among the seven 
avenues to be explored in order to continue hosting the event, even if its WorldTour status is 
not renewed in 2016, are the creation of a Tour de Romandie Museum, the idea of naming the 
stages or, for each edition, designing a road-book full of local colour (historic, cultural, etc.), 
which might be distributed on social media and through a “second screen” app. 

These highlights, as well as the event’s balanced financial books, were recognised this 
morning by Yves Christen, President of the Tour de Romandie Foundation. 

The Tour de Romandie 2015 in brief: 711.7 km with 8,197 metres of changes in 
elevation 
 
28 April:  Team time trial, Vallée de Joux – Juraparc 19.2 km 
29 April:  Apples - Saint-Imier  166.2 km 
30 April:  Moutier - Porrentruy 173.2 km 
1 May:  La Neuveville - Fribourg  169.8 km 
2 May:  Fribourg - Champex  166.1 km 
3 May:  Individual time trial, Lausanne 17.3 km 
 

https://msg.ne.ch/OWA/redir.aspx?C=IpfYZscFJUO9ciwYjD2VxTT7XxZk4NEItcI_2-JlsIUnqi-6nXXe86-acw-gZKQnDKbd6bNEo5U.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chocolat-jacot.ch%2f
https://msg.ne.ch/OWA/redir.aspx?C=IpfYZscFJUO9ciwYjD2VxTT7XxZk4NEItcI_2-JlsIUnqi-6nXXe86-acw-gZKQnDKbd6bNEo5U.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.isover.ch%2f

