
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tour de Romandie 2014 / D-17 from the prologue in Ascona (TI) 
 
 

Three world champions at the start 
and Swiss riders with their sights set high! 
 
 

With Rui Costa (road), Tony Martin (time-trial) and Nino Schurter (mountain bike), three rainbow 
jerseys will be lining up for the start in Ticino. Along a spectacular route, the suspense is expected 
to carry on until the last rider arrives in the La Maladière stadium on 4 May. And the Swiss are 
baring their teeth! 

 
Neuchâtel, 11 April 2014 / With his world champion’s jersey, Rui Costa will be the most easily 
recognisable rider in the 2014 TdR peloton, presented this morning in the La Maladière 
stadium where the final time trial will be concluded on Sunday 4 May. With Tony Martin (time 
trial) and Nino Schurter (mountain bike), two other rainbow jerseys will be competing for 
honours! 
 
 

Rui Costa, who achieved a podium finish in the Boucle Romande before winning the Tour de 
Suisse in 2012 and 2013, will be one of the most closely watched riders from the prologue in 
Ascona on 28 April. The Portuguese from Lampre, who this year has second-place finishes 
under his belt, knows that since 2011 the TdR yellow jersey has gone on to win the Tour de 
France (Evans-Wiggins-Froome). And such a double would bury the superstition that the 
reigning world champion doesn’t win any more. 
 

Tony Martin, winner of the time trial in Geneva in 2013, will have to overcome the Cornaux 
climb to repeat the exploit on 4 May. Everyone is looking forward to seeing Nino Schurter in 
action, the third triple world champion (plus 3 World Cups) whose road ambitions are being 
fulfilled with Orica GreenEdge. 
 

IAM Cycling wants Swiss riders on the podium! 
 
The Swiss public are in for a treat: more so than in 2013 (Matthias Brändle green jersey), the 
Swiss IAM Cycling team will be in the spotlight. Invited this time to the Tour de France and the 
Vuelta, it will be lining up alongside the Austrian eight Swiss riders, including Johan Tschopp, 
Mathias Frank, Marcel Wyss and Sébastien Reichenbach. And the TdR is one of their avowed 
objectives! 
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With Thibaut Pinot and Arthur Vichot (FdJ), Andy Schlek and Jens Voigt (Trek Factory Racing), 
the Sky team – victorious in the last two editions – and all 18 World Tour teams, breathtaking 
pictures of the Romandie countryside from RTS and the level of the race are set to captivate 
the public and bring French-speaking Switzerland live and via recorded highlights into 170 
countries as of today, not to mention of course the TdR website and its social networks. 
 

A show for the finale by the prince of FMX 
 
From the first long stage to Sion, via Italy and the Simplon Pass, sprinters’ day on Thursday to 
Montreux, the tough Le Bouveret-Aigle mountain stage and the mini-world tour around 
Fribourg, to the final Sunday, when riders will triumphantly ascend a special ramp into the La 
Maladière stadium, the TdR promises a true cycling extravaganza. On the grass in front of the 
Neuchâtel stadium, Mat Rebeaud, the Swiss favourite of FMX (freestyle motocross) will 
present his amazing acrobatics over the finishing line. Local organisers are hoping for a packed 
stadium. They’re not the only ones. And something tells us that for the winner of this TdR, the 
finish will be one they’ll never forget! 
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